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Popular manga artists have begun a project in central Japan to preserve their work in ink for generations
to come, using durable gamp: paper in Echizen, Fukui Prefecture, the birthplace of traditional wash:
handmade paper. “We can enjoy manga because we have peace. We will preserve manga drawings as a
symbol of everlasting peace,” says Tamotsu Tanaka, who organized the initiative as the head of an
association for the cultural preservation of washi and manga.

Famous manga artists such as Tetsuya Chiba, author of “Ashita no Joe,” Mari Yamazaki, known for the
series “Thermae Romae,” Yoshikazu Yasuhiko, of “Yamato Takeru” and “Namuji” fame, and Motoka
Murakami, illustrator of the “Jin” series, all participated in the first phase of the project. They did the ink
paintings of the characters and other features from their work on gampi paper made entirely from fibers
taken from the inner bark of the gampi tree. The drawings are being displayed in the “Manga Shoso-in
Exhibition” at the Museum of Washi and Culture in Echizen from April 29 to June 26.

Also made from fibers taken from the kozo and mitsumata plants, washi paper is highly durable. The
Shoso-in treasure house at Todai-ji temple in Nara, western Japan, has documents written on washi dating
back some 1,300 years. In particular, gampi has been used to keep important records since ancient times
because of its strong resistance to insect damage.

Chiba, who drew the profile of Joe Yabuki, protagonist of the “Ashita no Joe” boxing manga series, says
leaving his drawings much like the Choju-Giga, the Japanese ancient picture scrolls of frolicking™ animals, to
posterity™ is a “dream” he never imagined. “It’s a great honor to be able to show people a thousand years
from now the kind of manga culture that flourishes today,” he says.

Murakami drew a woman attempting to write a letter to a samurai warrior on a battlefield at the end of
the Edo Period (1603-1868). “Manga is not something people can enjoy in times of conflict,” he says. “I
made the drawing, hoping that peace will last a long time.”

The impetus™ for the project came out of a fear held by Naho Murata, an Echizen washi artisan, that the
future of gampi paper is in peril. Although long considered “the highest grade of paper,” gampi’s current
uses are limited to printmaking and calligraphy. Afraid that paper-making skills would eventually die out if
demand continued to fall, she consulted Tanaka, an acquaintance of Chiba’s, leading to the establishment of
the association for the cultural preservation of manga and washi.

After the exhibition, the drawings will be kept in the custody™ of the association. “We want many
people to see them in various places,” Tanaka says. He adds that a museum in Poland has shown interest
in holding a special manga exhibition. He also plans to expand the project to a network of 20 to 30 popular

manga artists.



202442 R MRA SRR SRR No.2

BOH s B B a2
FoFes ol e AL Pt Pt HEE - REEXEEE
T JiS 4 B
e
A

A collection box will be placed at the exhibition in Echizen to collect donations for refugees from war
and disaster through the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The proposal was an
ardent wish of Chiba’s, stemming from his experience of near starvation after his family’s escape to Japan

from Manchuria, now northeastern China, following the end of World War II.

[Adapted from Kaoru Otsu, “Manga artists preserve drawings on washi for generations to come.”

The Japan Times, May 17, 2023. <https:/www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2023/05/17/books/manga-artist-washi) ]
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Books for children can serve an essential role in helping kids learn how to think, process, and analyze
what they see, including issues like racism, immigration, and economic struggle. Recent calls for more
diverse children’s books promote the idea of using books as “mirrors” to see yourself reflected, “windows” to
witness another’s experience, and “sliding glass doors” to enter into imagined worlds. To extend (Dth_e
metaphor, what if we also saw books as “a magnifying glass” through which young people can learn how to
look more closely and “read” the world more deeply? Parents, educators, and other adults in children’s lives

can model how to use books to examine the social, political, and economic causes and consequences of



202445 N PRI A AR SRR No.3

BOH s B B a2
FoFes ol e AL Pt Pt HEE - REEXEEE
T JiS 4 B
£
A

what’s depicted in a story, and explore how those stories can reveal broader realities.

For example, (2)Whel’l characters are facing economic hardship, we can show kids how to understand why
the characters may be in that situation. Are they working for poverty wages? What might happen if they
ask for better working conditions or leave that job? Are there racial, gendered, or other patterns to who has
access to economic advancement? What policies and systems perpetuate poverty ?

Likewise, (S)When reading stories of challenges faced by immigrants and refugees, we can encourage

children to explore those situations further. What are the dynamics forcing people to migrate, including
those created by our own political and economic policies? Did these characters have any option to migrate
with a different status? Are there racial, geographic, or other patterns to who migrates and why? How has
citizenship been defined historically, and how have immigrants of different races been treated ?

In each instance, we should encourage kids to consider three central questions: Who benefits? How can
these systems and policies be changed? What is already being done to make things more just?

Some books are designed for those discussions. Others require more on our part to make the

connections. There are (4)a growing number of organizations curating book lists and developing lesson plans

to support educators and families ready to engage.

Most of us have not been trained to ask these questions or to guide children through this process, unless
we've had the rare opportunity to be part of a community that wants to equip young people with these tools.
And now, many politicians are actively discouraging these conversations by trying to prohibit teachers from
addressing systemic racism.

Some see it as essential to preparing young people to understand their society and play an active role in

making things better. Others feel threatened by it. Teachers know that (S)books are some of the most

effective tools to help children better understand the world, and this is essential to ensure the next generation

is fully informed and civically engaged. Here are some of the arguments against teaching the truth and how
to respond.
“Kids are not ready to confront social issues.” Children are already impacted by or witnessing these

(6)
issues and are processing what they mean. The issue is whether we give them the space and support to do

so or whether we leave them to cope alone. Even those children who you think have not been exposed to
such issues are ready to talk about them. From the time they can speak, children ask “Why?” and are
quick to point out “That’s not fair.” Kids are wired to wonder, instinctively rebel against unfairness, and
have an untainted impulse to do the right thing, given a real choice.

(7)“It will make some families uncomfortable.” Millions are already uncomfortable with the status quo. In

fact, much more than that: the lives of Black, Indigenous, and other people of color, disabled people,
low-wage workers, housing insecure people, LGBTQ + people, immigrants, and other marginalized groups are
negatively impacted by these unexamined systems. One group’s comfort can’t be at the expense of another’s

basic rights. We can’t avoid discomfort; we can use it as a guide to identify what is not working for
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everyone. What seems uncomfortable to us now may become less so as we build our capacity to address
difficult issues and allow ourselves to be motivated by a commitment to the common good.

(8)“This critical approach will lead to young people wanting to change things.” It’s true that looking closer

and learning new things can often change our views and cause us to take different actions. But if we want
to nurture new generations that participate actively in democracy, decision-making, and community
engagement, do we actually want them to do it from a place of limited knowledge and analysis? We have to
trust that shining a light on the dark places will give the next wave of leaders greater awareness of where

they might be ignorant and willingness to be corrected and do better.

[Adapted from Alejandra Domenzain, “Children’s Books as a ‘Magnifying Glass’ for Injustice.” September 8", 2021.

¢https:/prismreports.org/2021/09/08/how-parents-and-educators-can-use-childrens-books-as-a-magnifying-glass-for-injustice/) ]

<HW> AT BFRFET BARIV. (KXO TR & BERZTIEIRIEL THETS)

(1) EFEFARZMIKZ., EOXIBRDDOLFPL THET D,

(2) "B ANOSRERINEICE T L CW D I REZ ATV S T2 BT, ED XS RMWAITZT 5 & 5 ICEFIT BT
£99

(3) "TRRSBEERASE L TV S Zf#WIERE 2 A TV D FEDIT, ED X5 RMWRIT 2T 5 & 5 IZEFITBRT
WET

4) ThooMEIZEDL SR EHELTHET D,

(6) fIZF 2T, "ABED oL bMRIEE L EFZTBSTHE D,

6) "FEHLHIFAHRMBEICHEE S MR T THRVIEWS FRITHT D, EEDOKG - KINZED LS RbDOTY
75)0

(7) TROPELSRDIFBETEOIRIR) bH DRSS 1805 FIRITHT S, EZFOMGw « KIRZED XS5 72b D TT A,

8) "MHEEEZILNEWIEHEBHTL 5,805 FRICHT D, EEOIG - BIBIZED L 5725 DTT N,




202445 N PRI A AR SRR No.5

BOH ) * #® B a2
FoFes ol e AL P P HEE - REEXLHE
T s # B
£
A

I 77234 £ TIKEAREEB OSSR CRE) O 5 LHIRICE > IERico>nT, OFEE4LERLQHHTLOLE

D X S IR IS EREE D o TeipZze BARFET b~ 7R3 v,

B OSCEVER L IEL AFEDBIGEREIIN S ThH -7, XA IGEETEPNIZY LTWDEM T, Y BTSRRI,

e
ERETHARDDOTHHRTHALDDTH, ELHLTHLRENEREA.

E

aul

k(118

IV /N - S 0 RBEE © T AR T 2 RBICBIL T, dRASOExE EET BRI,




2024458 N PRI A AR R IR No.6

B H S Ea HR-FHE - a—x
ot il A L IR -t HEE - BEEXPEE
) i3 % B
B
J=t




2024458 N PRI A AR R IR No.7

B H S Ea HR-FHE - a—x
ot il A L IR -t HEE - BEEXPEE
) i3 % B
B
J=t




2024458 N PRI A AR R IR No.8

B H E 2 Bl H - HE - a—R
W 3 \HEES - BEEE. - - . = =
ot il A L g e et RiE . REEXSEE

L I %, 3
1%

A\\i\





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.284 858.898]
>> setpagedevice


